Reports from Societies by unknown
records of the diseases of his patients and his treatment of them, in such form ag
the Ministry may from time to time determine.
The issue by a practitioner of two prescriptions for the same medicine in one day,
was a matter of discussion. The Committee were satisfied with the explanation
both of the doctor and the insured person, though they felt that a slight technical
breach of the terms of service had been committed.
Five claims were made either for cancellation of accounts or refund of accounts
by insured persons, to insurance practitioners for treatment received, none of the
claimants being on the list of the insurance practitioners who gave the treatment.
These claims were disallowed by the Committee, as in no case could the claimant
show that he had, when seeking the treatment, represented himself as an insured
person, or had sought the services of the practitioner on whose list he was and
from whom he was entitled to receive treatment. One of these cases was of interest,
because the claimant, being dissatisfied with the treatment of his own doctor,
sought the services of another, who, though agreeable to treat him and take him
on his list when he had obtained a transfer from his own doctor, warned him that
up to the date the transfer took effect, he would have to pay for any treatment
given, like any uninsured person. This insured person made no appli-
cation to his doctor for a transfer, as he thought the doctor would not grant it.
So two months elapsed before the transfer became operative through the Ministry.
Naturally, as this patient made no attempt even to obtain an immediate transfer,
he was liable for any debts contracted with the second doctor.
A complaint was made by an Approved Society against an insurance practitioner
that he had issued a certificate which was irregular, as the doctor was aware that
the insured person had been found not to be incapable of work at several Medical
Referee Boards at which she had attended. This case was the subject of arbitration,
and the arbitrator selected by the insured person with the Approved Society found
her to be incapable of work, but this decision was reversed on appeal to the
Departmental Arbitrator. The Society considered the insurance practitioner, with
his knowledge of the facts of the case, had committed a breach of his terms of
service. The Committee felt that the insurance practitioner in this case acted quite
impartially, and that he could have come to no other decision in the circumstances.
It seems strange that the Approved Society would not accept the decision of the
first arbitrator, as the insured person has to select one of two arbitrators named by
the Approved Society, and one concludes that the Society would only nominate
doctors in whom they had implicit confidence, and would abide by their decision,
whether for or against the patient.
SAMUEL MCCOMB.
Albertville, Crumlin Road, Belfast.
THE ULSTER MEDICAL SOdIETY
THE annual meeting of the Ulster Medical Society was held in the Medical Institute
on 26th May, 1932, the president, Mr. S. T. Irwin, in the chair. Professor C. G.
2.72Lowry, F.R.C.S. I., was elected president for the session 1932-33; Dr. Foster
Coates (Belfast), and Dr. T. Bennett (Bangor), vice-presidents; hon. secretary,
Dr. J. A. Smith; hon. treasurer, Dr. F. M. B. Allen; hon. librarian, Dr. H. H.
Stewart. Council: Mr. Cecil Calvert, Professor Fullerton, Dr. J. S. Lee, Dr. S.
McComb, Dr. P. P. Wright, and Professor Young. Editor, ULSTER MEDICAL
JOURNAL, Dr. R. H. Hunter; editorial secretary, Dr. F. P. Montgomery;
editorial board: Professor Andrew Fullerton, Professor R. J. Johnstone, Dr. R. J.
Ritchie, Professor W. W. D. Thomson. Four additional trustees of the Institute
were appointed: Dr. F. M. B. Allen, Dr. G. G. Lytle, Dr. J. A. Smith, and Dr.
H. H. Stewart. It was agreed to increase the social activities of the Medical
Institute, and Mr. Irwin and Dr. Allen were appointed to meet representatives of
the Medical Club to work out details with this object in view. It was decided that
the Sinclair Loving Cup, presented by Emeritus Professor Sinclair, should be
placed in the care of the president of the Society during his year of office, and that
his name be inscribed on a shield at the base, the first name to be so affixed to be
that of the outgoing president, Mr. S. T. Irwin. The annual reports of the
secretary, treasurer, and librarian were passed. Plans for the erection of a ladies'
cloakroom were discussed and passed. This is a much-need alteration in the
Institute, which was built before the days of medical women. It is hoped that this
addition to the Institute will encourage more women medicals to become members
of the Society.
University Square, Belfast. J. A. SMITH, Hon. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, NORTHERN IRELAND
BRANCH, NORTH-EAST ULSTER DIVISION
THE Division dinner was held in the Giant's Causeway Hotel on Thursday, 31st
March. There were almost seventy members and guests present. The toast of the
King having been honoured, Dr. Huey proposed the toast of the British Medical
Association, to which Dr. Porter responded. Dr. Matson gave the toast of the
Sister Professions, and Mr. W. G. Keys responded on behalf of the dental profes-
sion and Mr. D. McLaughlin for the legal profession. The toast of the Guests
was proposed by Dr. Sloan Bolton. Dr. McLaughlin, secretary of the neighbour-
ing Derry Division, Mr. D. H. Christie, Mayor of Coleraine, and Mr. Seeds
responded. The important toast of the Chairman, Dr. Boylan, was in the hands of
Dr. Evans. During the evening, Mr. A. Belford, B.L., entertained with several
songs, and Mr. A. J. W. Christie's solos on the ocarina were greatly enjoyed.
The Division met in the Coleraine Cottage Hospital on Friday, 15th April. Dr.
Boylan was in the chair, there being an attendance of nineteen members. The
matron and staff kindly entertained those present to tea. After the routine
business, the scale of fees paid by Boards of Guardians for anaesthetics was
discussed. It was stated that one local Board proposed to pay £1. Is. for the first,
and 7s. 6d. for subsequent anaesthetics administered on the same day. The secretary
273was instructed to inform this Board that in the opinion of the Division the scale
of fees for anesthetics should be as follows £1. Is. for each operation, and
£1. Ils. 6d. at night (8 p.m. to 9 a.m.), plus mileage allowance. This was the
scale adopted by other Boards in this area. The following films were then shown
by courtesy of Petrolagar Laboratories, Ltd.: The effect of drugs on gastro-
intestinal motility; emergency operations; Colles' fracture. The success of the
meeting was largely due to Dr. J. Armstrong, Ballymena, who provided and
operated his Kodascope.
A further meeting of the Division was held in the Cafe', Coleraine, on Friday, 20th
May. Dr. Boylan presided over an attendance of sixteen members. The annual
report of the Council was discussecl, especially the section referring to the status
and remuneration of anaesthetists. The secretary reported that the Coleraine Board
of Guardians had not replied to the letter from the Division regarding the fees
paid by this Board, but that according to a press report the Boardl had decided to
take no action. A small deputation was appointedl to discuss the matter with the
anaesthetist concerned. The following office-bearers were elected for 1932-33:-
Chairman, Dr. S. J. Bolton, Aghadowey; vice-chairman, Dr. E. F. Evans, Cole-
raine; representative to the Representative Bodyv, Dr. Huey, F.R.C.S.; repre-
sentative to the Northern Ireland Branch, Dr. \W. H. Belford; hon. secretary and
treasurer, Dr. J. M. Hunter; assistant secretary, Dr. Sloani Mcl. Bolton. Dr.
Sloan Bolton then read a paper oni "Nasal Headaches. " This paper xill he published
in the January number of this Journal.
I Mervue, Portrush. J. M. HTNTER, ion. Secretary.
BELFAST MEDICAL STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
'I'HE annlual general mee-tinig of the Association was h1eld in the McMordie Hall,
Students' Union, on Tuesday, 23rd May, 1932, at :1 o'clock. In the absence of
the presidenit, Mr. Purce, the chair was taken bv MIr. P. E. O'lKane.
TIhe reports of the hon. secretary an( lioni. treasurer showeed that the past session
had been a most successful one, aindl as the result of the annual dance there is a
substantial balance in the hand(ls of the senior treasurer to the credit of the
Association.
'rhe election of office-bearers for the sessioIl 1932-33 resultedl as follows
Presidenit, Mr. T. S. S. Holmes, F.R.C.S.(Eng.); vice-presidents, S. D. Donnan,
T. Boydl; hon. secretarv, R. B. Boal; hon. treasurer, J. R. Armstrong. Committee
Final-year representatives, XV. A. H. Mitchell, J. D. Hardy; fourth-year represen-
tatives, T. H. C. McQuiston, \V. McC. Wilsotn; third-year represenitatives, S.
Campbell, J. N. XV. Ritchie; seconcd-year representatives, T. A. Groves, J. C.
Groves. The electioni of first-year representatives and( women medlicals oni committee
vas deferred until nlext term.
'[his concluded the business, and the mneeting adjourned.
S. D. D)ONNAN, Holl . Sec2retari\. S.U.S., Queenl's Uniiversity, Belfast.
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